
  
The automobile is George Masa’s.  The man standing on the left is Horace Kephart while the man on 
the right is J. E. Coburn.

The reverse of the print is stamped:  “Photographed by Asheville Photo Service.”

The newspaper’s caption of April 21, 1929 reads:  “Where the first highway reaches the crest of the 
Great Smoky Mountains.  State highway No. 288 from Bryson City has just been cut through to the 
North Carolina-Tennessee line on the ridge of the Smokies at Deals gap.  Horace Kephart, Bryson City, 
writer, explorer and naturalist, is shown at the left on the Tennessee side of the line and J. E. Coburn, 
Bryson City real estate man, and donor of the first land for the Smoy Park, is shown on the North 
Carolina side, just after the two drove one of the first automobiles to the end of the road.  Both have 
mountains in the Smokies named for them.”

PUBLISHED IN:
The Asheville Times, April 21, 1929, page 13 (credit: “Photo by George Masa, Asheville Photo 
Service”)

A. Whitmeyer, April 27, 2026							       page 1 of 1 page

TRAVL.00 (0-4262)

Masa’s photo number, title, date, logo credit

0-4262, Two men and car on blocked road
8 x 10 inch print

Kephart Family Collection, Smokies Life



  
Pack Library holds an 8 x 10 inch print of this photograph (MA139-8).  Their description states: “made 
during trip by George Masa and Horace Kephart to Newfound Gap and Indian Gap.”

This is George Masa’s automobile.

PUBLISHED IN:
Asheville Citizen-Times, March 26, 1950, page 110
Asheville: Mountain Majesty, Lou Harshaw, 2007, page 270
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TRAVL.00 (0-5447)

Masa’s photo number, title, date, logo credit

0-5447, Auto on Thomas Road near Beech Flats, 
six miles above Smokemont
10 x 8 inch print

Kephart Family Collection, Smokies Life



  
The reverse of the print is stamped:  “Photographed by Asheville Photo Service.”

The Falcon-Knight automobile is George Masa’s.  The front of the car has a North Carolina license 
plate for 1928 or 1929 with the number “204-207.”  Above that is a plate for “Asheville” while a “AAA” 
plate is on the front of the radiator grille.

Horace Kephart is standing on the right talking with an unidentified man.  The limb which looks like it’s 
leaning against the running board is painted in white with “PBM” which stands for “Permanent Bench 
Mark.”  It is embedded in the ground with the bench mark just in front of it.
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TRAVL.00 (0-5448)

Masa’s photo number, title, date, logo credit

0-5448, Kephart at car
8 x 10 inch print

Kephart Family Collection, Smokies Life



  
The photo number 0-5785 is visible on the lower left of the newspaper illustration.

PUBLISHED IN:
Asheville Citizen-Times, May 15, 1932, page 14 (Photo credit: “Photo by George Masa.”)
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TRAVL.00 (0-5785)

Masa’s photo number, title, date, logo credit

0-5785, Old Thomas Road, leading from 
Smokemont to Indian Gap
book illustration

Guide to the Great Smoky Mountains National Park, 
George W. McCoy and George Masa, 1933, page 36

newspaper illustration



This document originates from the George Masa Photograph 
Database Project created by Angelyn Whitmeyer.

A complete Database, Photo Description Sheets, and Comments on 
Photographs and Collections regarding Masa's still photographs can 
be downloaded from:

GeorgeMasaPhotoDatabase.com

Although this document and the related website are not copyrighted, 
please use the following citations.

For a specific photograph:

Photograph by George Masa

For documents originating from GeorgeMasaPhotoDatabase.com:

Courtesy Angelyn Whitmeyer, Creator, George Masa 
Photograph Database Project

Check with an archiving institution for the appropriate permission 
and attribution for the George Masa photographs they hold.

Thank you for employing correct attributions.


